	County of Cleveland, North Carolina
	INVITATION FOR BIDS NO. 0000101

	Electronic Maintenance Department
	Bids will be publicly opened:  2:00 PM September 1, 2005

	     
	

	Refer ALL Inquiries to:  Joe Cherry

Telephone No. 704-484-4948

	Commodity:  Purchase and, or install Tower at Kings Mountain, North Carolina

	E-Mail:  joe.cherry@clevelandcounty.com
	Using Agency Name:  County of Cleveland

	(See page 2 for mailing instructions.)
	

	     


NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Sealed bids, subject to the conditions made a part hereof, will be received at 311 East Marion Street, Shelby, NC 28150 until 2:00 PM on the day of opening and then opened, for furnishing and delivering the commodity as described herein.  Refer to page 2 for proper mailing instructions.

Bids submitted via facsimile (FAX) machine in response to this Invitation for Bids will not be acceptable.  Bids are subject to rejection unless submitted on this form.

EXECUTION
In compliance with this Invitation for Bids, and subject to all the conditions herein, the undersigned offers and agrees to furnish and deliver any or all items upon which prices are bid, at the prices set opposite each item within the time specified herein.  By executing this bid, I certify that this bid is submitted competitively and without collusion (G.S. 143-54).

Failure to execute/sign bid prior to submittal shall render bid invalid.  Late bids are not acceptable.
	BIDDER:
	FEDERAL ID OR SOCIAL SECURITY NO.

	STREET ADDRESS:
	P.O. BOX:
	ZIP:

	CITY & STATE & ZIP:
	TELEPHONE NUMBER:
	TOLL FREE TEL. NO

(800)

	PRINCIPAL PLACE OF BUSINESS ADDRESS IF DIFFERENT FROM ABOVE (SEE INSTRUCTIONS TO BIDDERS ITEM #21):

	TYPE OR PRINT NAME & TITLE OF PERSON SIGNING:
	FAX NUMBER:

	AUTHORIZED SIGNATURE:
	DATE:
	E-MAIL:  


Offer valid for 90 days from date of bid opening unless otherwise stated here: ____ days  

ACCEPTANCE OF BID

If any or all parts of this bid are accepted by the County of Cleveland, a county government in the state of North Carolina, shall affix their signature hereto and this document and the provisions of the Instructions to Bidders, special terms and conditions specific to this Invitation for Bids, the specifications, and the North Carolina General Contract Terms and Conditions shall then constitute the written agreement between the parties.  A copy of this acceptance will be forwarded to the successful bidder(s).

	FOR CLEVELAND COUNTY  USE ONLY

	Offer accepted and contract awarded this ____ day of _____________________, 20_____, as indicated on attached certification,

	by _____________________________________________ (Authorized representative of Cleveland County).


In an effort to support the sustainability efforts of the County of Cleveland we solicit your cooperation in this effort.

It is desirable that all responses meet the following requirements:

· All copies are printed double sided.

· All submittals and copies are printed on recycled paper with a minimum post-consumer content of 30% and indicate this information accordingly on the response.

· Unless absolutely necessary, all bids and copies should minimize or eliminate use of non-recyclable or non re-usable materials such as plastic report covers, plastic dividers, vinyl sleeves, and GBC binding.  Three-ringed binders, glued materials, paper clips, and staples are acceptable.

· Materials should be submitted in a format which allows for easy removal and recycling of paper materials.


MAILING INSTRUCTIONS:  Mail only one fully executed bid document, unless otherwise instructed, and only one bid per envelope.  Address envelope and insert bid number as shown below.  It is the responsibility of the bidder to have the bid in this office by the specified time and date of opening.

	DELIVERED BY US POSTAL SERVICE
	DELIVERED BY ANY OTHER MEANS

	BID NO. 000101
	BID NO.  000101

	County of Cleveland
	County of Cleveland

	Attn: Kim Ogle – Purchasing Agent
	Attn: Kim Ogle – Purchasing Agent

	PO Box 1210
	311 East Marion St

	Shelby, NC 28151-1210
	Shelby, NC 28150



County of Cleveland Tower Construction Project

Scope of Work - County of Cleveland would like to install a communications tower per the attached specifications as follows in this bid request.  All work shall comply with applicable North Carolina Building Codes and EIA codes. All work shall be coordinated with Cleveland County.  The tower and all appurtenances shall be installed and affixed with the highest of workmanship. Contractor will advise Cleveland County one week in advance of the time the work will be performed. This bid is for one 400 ft SSV tower to be installed at our Kings Mountain, NC site. However, Cleveland County will be constructing two additional 400 ft SSV towers. One in Boiling Springs, NC and one in Shelby, NC. These additional towers will be constructed within 90 days of the Kings Mountain tower. If the successful bidder desires to extend their prices for the additional two towers, Cleveland County will consider awarding a contract for the additional towers as an extension of this bid. 

Completion Deadline:  Work must be completed within 60 days after contract award, not counting bad weather days

CONTRACTING OFFICER

This project is under contract with the County of Cleveland, North Carolina. This project will be under the direction of the Contracting Officer with Cleveland County Electronic Maintenance. The Contracting Officer will be:

Joe Cherry

Communications Engineer

Cleveland County Electronic Maintenance

311 East Marion St.

Shelby, NC 28150

Phone 704-484-4948

Fax 704-484-4973

BIDDING INSTRUCTIONS

Contractors bidding on this project should fully acquaint themselves with the specifications and the conditions at the site of the work. Any questions concerning any portion of the work or interpretation of documents should be referred to the Contracting Officer.

Bids must be submitted on the Form of Proposal attached and must reach the Purchasing Officer by 2 PM on the date on Page one of this document. All parts of the Form as attached must be completed for consideration.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This project shall consist of the furnishing and installation of a communications tower per the specifications that follow in this document. Cleveland County will accept bids for the tower project completely installed, or the tower and installation may be bid separately. 

COORDINATION OF THE WORK

When the work is to begin, the Contractor shall notify the Contracting officer of the date he proposes to begin at least two working days in advance. Failure to give notice may result in a delay of the starting date. Failure to give the advanced notice may result in the Contractors crew being on site and unable to perform and work.

The contractor shall notify the contracting officer at least one day in advance of the foundations being poured so that the contracting office can inspect the forms and re-bar prior to the pour.

Upon completion of all work including clean up the Contractor will notify the Contracting Officer that the project is ready for final inspection.

It is expected that the contractor will expedite completion of the project, taking full advantage of the weather and other favorable working conditions

CONTRACTOR REQUIREMENTS

The Contractor must have all plans and designs approved by a North Carolina Registered Professional Engineer.  All the plans and designs must be stamped and signed at the time of submitting a bid.  This is to assure the conformance and design adequacy. If the vendor does not have a NC Registered Professional Engineer on staff then the vendor submitting the bid proposal must get the plans approved by Tower Engineering Professionals, 3703 Junction Blvd., Raleigh, NC 27603-5263, and Phone 919-662-6351. The cost of that service must be included in the bid price for the project.

The Contractor or their subcontractor installing the tower must be licensed to Perform Contracting work in North Carolina.

The Contractor installing the tower must comply with the North Carolina Department of Labor Tower Climbing rules that were adopted in February 2005.

If any local building permits are required, Cleveland County will obtain them at no cost to the contractor.

Contractor shall provide a Performance Bond for 100% of the Contract Price. The documents showing proof of this performance bond must be attached with the bid package.

CONSTRUCTION & MATERIALS

The tower shall be constructed of hot-dipped galvanized steel with either angular or round legs and cross-braces. The tower may be either solid weld or knockdown construction. All components of the tower including but not limited to bolts, nuts, mounting brackets, torque arms, etc shall be hot-dipped galvanized. The tower shall conform at a minimum to the North Carolina Building Code Chart 1606, Basic Wind Speed.  A higher wind specification may be listed in the following specifications. 

Guy wires and anchors shall be installed using all hot-dipped galvanized components. 

Tower shall not have step bolts.  The tower must have a climbing ladder that is attached to the tower or incorporated into the tower face. There must be a safety rail or safety cable at the ladder.

The Contractor would need to install silt basins or walls to prevent rain from washing silt into the water shed. If this is not required then the contractor must verify this with the contacting officer before construction begins.

The Geotech Report will be attached to this specification and bid package.

STRUCTURE SPECIFICATIONS

	Item
	          Description
	Comply

Yes or No

	1
	Contractor will provide all Materials to Complete the Tower Installation
	

	2
	Contractor will erect the Tower
	

	3
	Contractor will install the foundations
	

	4
	Contractor will assure that the site will be landscaped to its original condition at the end of the project.
	

	5
	Tower Height is to be 400 ft.
	

	6
	Tower is to be a self-supporting tower structure with 3 legs
	

	7
	Location is Kings Mountain, North Carolina
	

	8
	80 mph wind speed with ½ inch of ice load.
	

	9
	EIA-222-F
	

	10
	Cable ladder with at least 12 – 7/16 in and 12 – ¾ inch holes 
	

	11
	Horizontal Cable or WaveGuide Bridge capable of mounting 12 lines. Length 10 ft, Width 24 inches.
	

	12
	Climbing ladder either inside or outside of tower. 
	

	13
	One 5’ side arm on each leg (total of 3) on the tower at the 300’ level
	

	14
	One 4.5 inch Microwave antenna mount at the 160 ft level of tower for antenna azimuth of 285 degrees
	

	15
	One 4.5 inch Microwave antenna mount at the 160 ft level of tower for antenna azimuth of 41degrees
	

	16
	One 4.5 inch Microwave antenna mount at the 200 ft level of tower for antenna azimuth of 270 degrees
	

	17
	One 4.5 inch Microwave antenna mount at the 200 ft level of tower for antenna azimuth of 350 degrees
	

	18
	Foundations to be Caisson if water tables are high enough to require continuous pumping during construction.
	

	19
	If continuous pumping is not required in foundation construction then most economical design.
	

	20
	Install ground ring at the tower base with a minimum of 5 – 10 ft ¾” copper clad ground rods.
	

	21
	Post of the Waveguide/Ice Bridge to be attach to the ground ring.
	

	22
	All connections on the ground ring to be cad-welded
	

	23
	Ice Shields over side lights and radomes
	

	24
	Tower faces are 360 degrees, 120 degrees and 240 degrees
	

	25
	Tower lighting system to be dual mode, medium intensity strobe with side markers at halfway height
	

	26
	Tower installation to include mounting of all antennas, cables, and wave guide.
	

	27
	Bracket or Clamp to be installed at each Microwave Mount for stiff arm to attach to tower
	

	28
	Installation Bid to include site grading and leveling area large enough for tower base, 12 x 18 building and compound
	


ANTENNA LOADING REQUIREMENTS

	
	Qty
	Antenna

Model
	Radome

Y       N
	Elevation
	Tx Line Size & Type
	Freq in MHZ
	Azimuth To North
	Antenna Mount
	Support Pipe Length Ft
	Provide Mount

 Y          N

	1
	2
	DB806
	
	N
	400
	1 5/8 Heliax
	867.0125
	Top
	Tri-Mount
	5
	Y
	

	2
	1
	SC480-S
	
	N
	380
	7/8 Heliax
	867.0125
	w/side
	Side Arm
	5
	Y
	

	3
	1
	Preamp
	
	N
	380
	½ Heliax
	867.0125
	N/A
	12” Side Arm
	3
	Y
	

	4
	1
	DB224
	
	N
	300
	7/8 Heliax
	156.00
	N/A
	Side Arm
	5
	
	N

	5
	1
	DB224
	
	N
	300
	7/8 Heliax
	157.00
	N/A
	Side Arm
	5
	
	N

	6
	1
	PL8-65
	Y
	
	160
	EW-63
	6800
	285
	4.5 inch pipe
	5
	Y
	

	7
	1
	PL8-65
	Y
	
	160
	EW-63
	6800
	41
	4.5 inch pipe
	5
	Y
	

	8
	1
	PL8-65
	Y
	
	200
	EW-63
	6800
	270
	4.5 inch pipe
	5
	
	N

	9
	1
	PL8-65
	Y
	
	200
	EW-63
	6800
	350
	4.5 inch pipe
	5
	
	N


Note: Items 4, 5, 8 & 9 are for future use, no antennas will be installed at initial installation

Itemized Cost of the Kings Mountain, NC Tower Project
Lighting System
        




   $________________

Tower and Materials          



   $________________


Foundation Installation




   $________________


Tower Erection
         




   $________________


Freight                        




   $________________


Totals                          




   $________________


INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS:
The Vendor shall obtain, at his/her sole expense, all-insurance as required:

Commercial General Liability
Combined single limits of no less than $1,000,000 each occurrence.  

Please supply proof of this coverage with you bid response.

Vendor must comply with the North Carolina Department of Labor Tower Climbing Rules and Regulations.

· Written Notice to Proceed – Cleveland County will issue a written notice to the successful vendor.  DO NOT order materials or otherwise commence work until Notice to Proceed is received. 

Any questions should be made to:

Joe Cherry, Communications Engineer

Cleveland County Electronic Maintenance

Phone   704-484-4948

FAX
704-484-4973

Email
joe.cherry@clevelandcounty.com


Deadline for questions will be August 25, 2005
I have reviewed all specifications and understand the scope of work.

Company Officer Signature___________________________________

Title:_________________________

Date:________________

RETURN QUOTATION BY September 1, 2005 AT 2:00 PM TO:




Mail Address
: 

Kim Ogle

(US Mail)


Cleveland County Purchasing Officer





PO Box 1210





Shelby, NC, 28151-1210

Street Address:

Kim Ogle

(UPS, FEDEX)


Cleveland County Purchasing Officer





Cleveland County Administration Building, Second Floor

311 East Marion St.





Shelby, NC 28150

NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL CONTRACT TERMS AND CONDITIONS

1. DEFAULT AND PERFORMANCE BOND:  In case of default by the contractor, Cleveland County may procure the articles or services from other sources and hold the contractor responsible for any excess cost occasioned thereby.  Cleveland County reserves the right to require performance bond or other acceptable alternative guarantees from successful bidder without expense to Cleveland County.

2. GOVERNMENTAL RESTRICTIONS:  In the event any Governmental restrictions are imposed which necessitate alteration of the material, quality, workmanship or performance of the items offered prior to their delivery, it shall be the responsibility of the contractor to notify, in writing, the issuing purchasing office at once, indicating the specific regulation which required such alterations.  Cleveland County reserves the right to accept any such alterations, including any price adjustments occasioned thereby, or to cancel the contract.

3. AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS:  Any and all payments to the contractor are dependent upon and subject to the availability of funds to the agency for the purpose set forth in this agreement.

4. TAXES:  Any applicable taxes shall be invoiced as a separate item.

G.S. 143-59.1 bars the Secretary of Administration from entering into contracts with vendors if the vendor or its affiliates meet one of the conditions of G. S. 105-164.8(b) and refuse to collect use tax on sales of tangible personal property to purchasers in North Carolina.  Conditions under G. S. 105-164.8(b) include: (1) Maintenance of a retail establishment or office, (2) Presence of representatives in the State that solicit sales or transact business on behalf of the vendor and (3) Systematic exploitation of the market by media-assisted, media-facilitated, or media-solicited means.  By execution of the bid document the vendor certifies that it and all of its affiliates, (if it has affiliates), collect(s) the appropriate taxes.

5. SITUS:  The place of this contract, its situs and forum, shall be North Carolina, where all matters, whether sounding in contract or tort, relating to its validity, construction, interpretation and enforcement shall be determined.

6. GOVERNING LAWS:  This contract is made under and shall be governed and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of North Carolina.

7. INSPECTION AT CONTRACTOR’S SITE:  Cleveland County reserves the right to inspect, at a reasonable time, the equipment/item, plant or other facilities of a prospective contractor prior to contract award, and during the contract term as necessary for Cleveland County determination that such equipment/item, plant or other facilities conform with the specifications/requirements and are adequate and suitable for the proper and effective performance of the contract.

8. PAYMENT TERMS:  Payment terms are Net not later than 30 days after receipt of correct invoice or acceptance of goods, whichever is later.  The using agency is responsible for all payments to the contractor under the contract.  Payment by some agencies may be made by procurement card and it shall be accepted by the contractor for payment if the contractor accepts that card (Visa, Mastercard, etc.) from other customers.  If payment is made by procurement card, then payment may be processed immediately by the contractor.

9. AFFIRMATIVE ACTION:  The contractor will take affirmative action in complying with all Federal and State requirements concerning fair employment and employment of people with disabilities, and concerning the treatment of all employees without regard to discrimination by reason of race, color, religion, sex, national origin or disability.

10. CONDITION AND PACKAGING:  Unless otherwise provided by special terms and conditions or specifications, it is understood and agreed that any item offered or shipped has not been sold or used for any purpose and shall be in first class condition.  All containers/packaging shall be suitable for handling, storage or shipment.

11. STANDARDS:  All manufactured items and/or fabricated assemblies subject to operation under pressure, operation by connection to an electric source, or operation involving a connection to a manufactured, natural, or LP gas source shall be constructed and approved in a manner acceptable to the appropriate state inspector which customarily requires the label or re-examination listing or identification marking of the appropriate safety standard organization; such as the American Society of Mechanical Engineers for pressure vessels; the Underwriters Laboratories and /or National Electrical Manufacturers’ Association for electrically operated assemblies; or the American Gas Association for gas operated assemblies, where such approvals of listings have been established for the type of device offered and furnished.  Further, all items furnished shall meet all requirements of the Occupational Safety and Health Act (OSHA), and state and federal requirements relating to clean air and water pollution.

12. PATENT:  The contractor shall hold and save, its officers, agents and employees, harmless from liability of any kind, including costs and expenses, on account of any copyrighted material, patented or unpatented invention, articles, device or appliance manufactured or used in the performance of this contract, including use by the government.

13. ADVERTISING:  Contractor agrees not to use the existence of this contract or the name of the Cleveland County as part of any commercial advertising.

14. ACCESS TO PERSONS AND RECORDS:  The County Auditor shall have access to persons and records as a result of all contracts or grants entered into by Cleveland County,  General Statute 147-64.7.

15. ASSIGNMENT:  No assignment of the contractor’s obligations nor the contractor’s right to receive payment hereunder shall be permitted.
However, upon written request approved by the issuing purchasing authority and solely as a convenience to the contractor,       may:
a.
Forward the contractor’s payment check directly to any person or entity designated by the contractor, and
b.
Include any person or entity designated by contractor as a joint payee on the contractor’s payment check.
In no event shall such approval and action obligate the County to anyone other than the contractor and the contractor shall remain responsible for fulfillment of all contract obligations.

16. INSURANCE:
COVERAGE - During the term of the contract, the contractor at its sole cost and expense shall provide commercial insurance of such type and with such terms and limits as may be reasonably associated with the contract.  As a minimum, the contractor shall provide and maintain the following coverage and limits:
a.
Worker’s Compensation - The contractor shall provide and maintain Worker’s Compensation Insurance, as required by the laws of North Carolina, as well as employer’s liability coverage with minimum limits of $150,000.00, covering all of contractor’s employees who are engaged in any work under the contract.  If any work is sublet, the contractor shall require the subcontractor to provide the same coverage for any of his employees engaged in any work under the contract.
b.
Commercial General Liability - General Liability Coverage on a Comprehensive Broad Form on an occurrence basis in the minimum amount of $500,000.00 Combined Single Limit. (Defense cost shall be in excess of the limit of liability.)
c.
Automobile - Automobile Liability Insurance, to include liability coverage, covering all owned, hired and non-owned vehicles, used in connection with the contract.  The minimum combined single limit shall be $150,000.00 bodily injury and property damage; $150,000.00 uninsured/under insured motorist; and $1,000.00 medical payment.
REQUIREMENTS:  Providing and maintaining adequate insurance coverage is a material obligation of the contractor and is of the essence of this contract.  All such insurance shall meet all laws of the State of North Carolina.  Such insurance coverage shall be obtained from companies that are authorized to provide such coverage and that are authorized by the Commissioner of Insurance to do business in North Carolina.  The contractor shall at all times comply with the terms of such insurance policies, and all requirements of the insurer under any such insurance policies, except as they may conflict with existing North Carolina laws or this contract.  The limits of coverage under each insurance policy maintained by the contractor shall not be interpreted as limiting the contractor’s liability and obligations under the contract.

17. YEAR 2000 COMPLIANCE/WARRANTY:  Vendor shall ensure the product(s) and service(s) furnished pursuant to this agreement (“product” shall include, without limitation, any piece of equipment, hardware, firmware, middleware, custom or commercial software, or internal components, subroutines, and interfaces therein) which perform any date and/or time data recognition function, calculation, or sequencing, will support a four digit year format, and will provide accurate date/time data and leap year calculations on and after December 31, 1999, at the same level of functionality for which originally acquired without additional cost to the user.  This warranty shall survive termination or expiration of the agreement.

18. GENERAL INDEMNITY:  The contractor shall hold and save the County, its officers, agents, and employees, harmless from liability of any kind, including all claims and losses, with the exception of consequential damages, accruing or resulting to any other person, firm, or corporation furnishing or supplying work, services, materials, or supplies in connection with the performance of this contract, and from any and all claims and losses accruing or resulting to any person, firm, or corporation that may be injured or damaged by the contractor in the performance of this contract and that are attributable to the negligence or intentionally tortious acts of the contractor provided that the contractor is notified in writing within 30 days that the State has knowledge of such claims.  The contractor represents and warrants that it shall make no claim of any kind or nature against the County’s agents who are involved in the delivery or processing of contractor goods to the County.  The representation and warranty in the preceding sentence shall survive the termination or expiration of this contract..

19 CANCELLATION (TERM CONTRACTS ONLY):  All contract obligations shall prevail for at least 180 days after the effective date of the contract.  After that period, in addition to the provisions of the paragraph entitled Price Adjustments, for the protection of both parties, this contract may be canceled in whole or in part by either party by giving 30 days prior notice in writing to the other party.  Such notice of cancellation, as required herein, shall be transmitted via U.S. MAIL, Certified, Return Receipt Requested.  The 30 days notice for cancellation shall begin on the day the return receipt is signed and dated.

20. QUANTITIES (TERM CONTRACTS ONLY):  The award of a term contract neither implies nor guarantees any minimum or maximum purchases thereunder.

